
	  

IDS101-Syllabus-F2016 

College Colloquium: Camp for the POMO/HOMO 
Fall 2016 

Class Information and Objective(s) 
This course is an introduction to the aesthetic, sensibility, and style of Camp. And while Camp is the topic, 
College Colloquium is your introduction to Willamette University’s academic expectations. Therefore, this 
class will emphasize critical reading, academic writing, and active participation in class discussions. Your 
engagement is essential to the success of this course.  Goals of for this course include: 
 Your ability to engage (read and thing about texts) 
 Your ability to contribute positively to seminar discussions 
 Your ability to think critically 
 Your ability to write analytically, by framing and supporting a critical argument 
 
Texts will be theoretical, historical, and contemporary. Texts will expand beyond the written word to the 
visual and will likely live beyond the virtual.  
 
Class time will include close readings, discussion, writing, risk, and intellectual creativity. 
 
Professor: Rachel Kinsman Steck 
Office: Playhouse 204 
Telephone: 503.370.6271 
Office Hours: By Appointment 
E-mail: rsteck@willamette.edu 
 
Text Book and Materials 
I have asked you to purchase the following text: 
 
Cleto, Fabio. Camp: Queer Aesthetics and the Performing Subject : a Reader. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan 
Press, 1999. Print. (NOT available in the bookstore. May be found used and new online at several book 
sellers.) 
 
Hacker, Diana and Nancy Summers. A Pocket Style Manual. Bedford/St. Martin’s. (Available in the bookstore.) 
 
All other texts will be placed on WISE or on reserve in the library and are mandatory for class. 
 
You will also be expected to see the following Willamette Productions this fall: Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are 
Dead and Perception/Reality (dance concert).  The purpose of attending these performances is to experience live 
performance/audience engagement of live performance and engage in a common language of live 
performance. I highly recommend attending the preview nights as they are (a) less expensive and (b) are not 
as likely to sell out. 
 
Credit Hour Compliance 
Students will spend 3 hours on homework and outside assignments for every hour in class. Simply stated, 
expect to work 9 hours a week on homework and/or co-curricular activities. Plan to spend 12 hours/week 
working on this course. 
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The Writing Center  
The Writing Center is a resource available to all Willamette students. Meeting with a Writing Center 
Consultant is REQUIRED for all essays and the final project. Sign-up for meetings with our class’ writing 
consultant will be available in class. Juliana Kushinka is our Writing Center consultant. Her email is 
jrkushinka@willamette.edu. 
 
Grading Policy 
Attendance: Due to the way in which this course is taught, class attendance is mandatory.  A missed class 
will constitute a severe drop in one’s grade.  Prompt attendance is also required. Tardiness and Absences are 
considered synonymous. Lateness is defined by (1) not in class at appointed time or (2) come to class after I 
arrive - whichever is the later. 
 
Participation: Active participation in class discussion is expected and will be a factor in each student’s grade.  
The participation grade will be based upon thoughtful contributions in discussion and other class exercises. 
You will be expected to participate in thoughtful discussions of close readings. Note that class participation 
does not simply entail speaking, but also listening in an engaged and respectful manner. All in-class projects 
will have a group critique attached to the assignments. Each student is required to participate in group 
critiques. Active participation in group critiques will count as significant part of the assignment as well as 
participation credit for the day.  
 
Group critiques are fundamental to the process of collaborating. At their heart, the group critiques come 
from a place of openness and generosity. Asking hard questions is an important part of the process, however 
mean spirited critiques will not be tolerated. Each student is asked to participate in each critique so that the 
work grows. Students will have the opportunity to adjust work based on the critiques given in class. 
 
Reading Assignments: This is a seminar class not a lecture course. We are going to be talking and listening 
to one another. engaging in collective enterprise and exploration. We will be discussing concept concepts in 
theatre that are central to our personal identities and aesthetics. Accordingly, we can and should expect that 
we will not all agree with one another regarding the topics we will be discussing. This course should neither 
be seen as an opportunity to compel others to “achieve” a proper stance, nor as a space for trying to impress 
people. Vital to the success of this class is the commitment we make to listening and speaking with one 
another with respect and thoughtfulness.  
 
The reading and assignments for this course are rigorous and challenging. You are required to thoughtfully read 
every assignment. When I say that you are required to read, I do not mean that you should mechanically scan 
every page, but you should grapple with the ideas. You will be required to take notes on each text so that you will 
read for comprehension rather than reading for completion. I want you to ponder every idea rather than looking at 
every word. This means that you may need to read and reread sections of the articles/chapters. Reading 
means engaging yourself with the ideas of the texts. 
 
The reading load will be quite heavy at times. To stay afloat, plan for a sufficient amount of time to complete 
the assignment, and read aggressively. Remember to make use of your resources: meet with me outside of 
class, form reading groups with your classmates, check-out the writing center, TALK TO ONE ANOTHER! 
 
Essays: Students will be expected to write two (2) essays prior to your final paper. Each essay will have a 
different focus but will build upon one another towards your final paper. All papers must be use MLA 
formatting and include at least two (2) drafts, peer workshop evaluations, and/or evidence of Writing Center 
visits. Although all papers will earn a final grade, in this course you will receive formal, written feedback from 
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me once during the writing process of each essay.  That means you are responsible for deciding when in the 
process you need most intervention. For example, would suggestions on your central claim be most helpful, 
or on your second draft? I will be available to discuss your essays throughout the writing process but I will 
only provide formal feedback once. This means that if you choose to receive written feedback on your outline 
or draft, my comments on your final paper will be minimal. 
 
Forum: For each class with a viewing and/or reading assignment, each student is to prepare one (1) 
compelling question that could be used in class discussion. A compelling question is one that challenges all of 
us to think critically about the texts – what they mean, their relation to objects/events/relations in our daily 
lives, etc. The questions are not simply journalistic-type questions about "facts" in the texts themselves. 
 
In addition, you are to compose a short paragraph (at least 150 words) in which you begin to answer your 
compelling question. You do not have to answer the question completely, but must demonstrate that you 
have thought about where the answer might lie (or, at a minimum, where a discussion of the answer would 
begin). The goal is to demonstrate that you are reading closely and critically, and beginning to synthesize texts 
and your beliefs in conjunction with the texts. 
 
Your compelling questions and short paragraphs must be posted to the Forum tab on our course WISE site 
by 9AM THE DAY OF CLASS. Late postings will not be evaluated but may be considered in class 
discussion. Please note that your notes will help you through this process. 
 
Notes: I ask that each person take notes on every text used in class. There is a very specific way in which you 
will take notes for this class. Your notes will help you prepare for class discussions/forum posts. There IS 
NO SHORTCUT to taking notes. Students will be asked to hand in a copy of the notes throughout the 
semester. Notes must be handed in at class. Please be prepared by bringing a printed copy of your notes to 
class. All notes must be typed and have your name printed on them. 
 
Final Paper: Students will be expected to write a 7-8 page paper and develop a formal presentation. This 
project will be developed in consultation with me. 
 
Grading of all written work will be based on clarity and organization of thought, use of specific supporting 
evidence, and pertinence of conclusions.  These factors, along with quality of research, careful analysis, and 
general writing skills will constitute the basis for grading. 
 
I will use the grade descriptions outlined in the CLA Catalogue: (A) excellent; (B) good; (C) satisfactory; (D) 
below standard; and (F) failing. 
 
Paper Criteria  
An “A” paper offers a persuasive, eloquent, stylistically sophisticated argument. It presents a compelling 
thesis, which is then developed into a well-structured, coherent essay. An “A” paper uses evidence effectively. 
Such a paper thoughtfully considers and analyzes other viewpoints, including the views of the paper’s 
intended audience. An “A” paper’s style is distinctive, and this style helps further the writer’s argument 
 
A “B” paper also offers a convincing argument. It has an interesting thesis and is, on the whole, well-
structured. Like an A paper, it too considers alternative positions and does so in a thoughtful manner. A “B” 
paper’s style is clear and relatively free of errors that could hinder its readability and/or persuasiveness. A “B” 
paper grasps the significance of style in making an effective argument.  
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A “C” paper makes an argument but does not do so effectively. It may fail to present evidence in support of 
its thesis or it may present evidence in a haphazard and hence unconvincing manner. In addition, a paper will 
receive a “C” if it is stylistically unsophisticated, replete with digressions, lacks a sense of audience, or ignores 
opposing opinions.  
 
A “D” paper fails to present an argument. The paper lacks a thesis and is merely a string of ideas, some of 
which may be very interesting but none of which are developed into a clear, rational, coherent essay. 
Additionally, a plethora of typos, stylistic problems, or grammatical flaws may turn any paper into a “D” 
paper if such lapses significantly affect the essay’s readability.  
 
An “F” paper results when the writer neglects to hand in the assignment; refuses to address the paper topic; 
or violates common standards of decency. Additionally, plagiarism also will result in a paper grade of “F.” 
 
The following is the grading breakdown for this term:  
 Attendance: 15% 
 Class Participation: 15% 
 Essays: 15% 
 Forum: 20% 
 Notes: 15% 
 Final Paper: 20% 
 
If you have a documented disability and anticipate needing accommodations in this course, please make 
arrangements to meet with me as soon as possible. Also, please request that the counselor for students with 
disabilities send a letter verifying your disability. 
 
It is my intent that students from all diverse backgrounds and perspectives be well-served by this course, that 
students' learning needs be addressed both in and out of class, and that the diversity that students bring to 
this class be viewed as a resource, strength and benefit. It is my intent to present materials and activities that 
are respectful of diversity: gender, sexual orientation, disability, age, socioeconomic status, ethnicity, race, 
culture, perspective, and other background characteristics. 
 
We will be analyzing multiple standpoints and, at times, we may encounter individual resistance to the text(s). 
At times, such resistance may provoke unexpected responses. In such cases, please take personal care. 
Support services are available through Bishop Wellness and the Chaplain’s office. I will always be available to 
assist as desired/needed. 
 
Plagiarism will not be tolerated in this class. The OED defines plagiarism a, “the action or practice of taking 
someone else’s work, idea, etc., and passing it off as one’s own; literary theft”. Willamette University’s 
plagiarism policy can be found in the College of Liberal Arts Catalog. The Willamette Student Honor Code 
states, “We will hold ourselves to the highest standards of moral, academic excellence. We will proudly 
submit only our original work. We will never attempt to give ourselves or others an unfair advantage. We will 
commit to upholding our honor and the value of our work. Through this commitment we will serve as 
examples to our peers.” Non nobis solum nati sumus (Not unto ourselves alone are we born). 
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Class Schedule 
Thu 8/25 Introduction: discuss syllabus, assignments, and 

expectations (4:00-5:30PM) 
 

 

Fri 8/26  Cleto Reader: POSOLOGY (Or How to Read a 
Reader) & Introduction: Queering the Camp 
(10:30-12:00PM) 
 

Summer Assignment In-
Class Presentations 

 Opening Convocation (1:30-3:00PM)  
Sat 8/27 Cleto Reader: Notes on ‘Camp’ (10:30-12:00PM) Forums and Notes begin 

today. 
 Advising as necessary (12:00-2:30PM)  
   
Tue 8/30 Film: Devil is a Woman (prescreen on WISE) Yes, a forum is still due 

Summer Assignments 
due on WISE 

Thu 9/1 Cleto Reader: It’s Being so Camp as Keeps us 
Going 
 

 

Tue 9/6 Writing Seminar: Claim, Reason, Evidence, 
Introductions 
 
Schedule appointments for Essay #1 with 
Juliana 

Discuss Essay #1 
 
Bring Hacker to class. 

Thu 9/8 Library Tour and Practices Meet near the circulation 
desk of the Hatfield 
Library 

Tue 9/13 Peer Review Workshop #1 
 

Essay #1 Bring 3 printed 
copies to class 
 
Bring Hacker to class. 

Thu 9/15 Cleato Reader: Role Models   
Tue 9/20 Film: But I’m a Cheerleader (in class viewing – 

film will run 2 minutes past class time.) 
Essay #1 Draft Due on 
WISE 

Thu 9/22 Cleto Reader: The Cinema of Camp  
Tue 9/27 Cleto: Post/Modern On the Gay Sensibility or 

the Pervert’s Revenge on Authenticity 
 

Thu 9/29 Cleto Reader: Caped Crusader of Camp, Pop, 
Camp, and the Batman Television Series 

Essay #1 Final Draft 
Due on WISE 

Tue 10/4 Cleto Reader: Warhol’s Camp  
Thu 10/6 Cleto Reader: Towards a Butch-Femme 

Aesthetic 
 
Schedule appointments for Essay #2 with 
Juliana 

Discuss Essay #2 

Tue 10/11 Professor Meg Obourn class visit. Reading will 
be assigned on WISE 

*You will be required to 
attend Professor Meg 
Obourn’s public lecture 
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Thu 10/13 Peer Review Workshop #2 Essay #2 Draft Due IN 
CLASS ONLY 
 
Bring Hacker to Class 

Tue 10/18 WISE/ONLINE: Split Britches’ Belle Reprieve 
(both texts dues) 
film: 
http://hidvl.nyu.edu/video/000515808.html 

If you have not screened 
A Street Car Named 
Desire, that is also due 
and is on WISE 

Thu 10/20 Film: Hedwig and the Angry Inch (in class 
viewing – film will run 5 minutes past class 
time.) 

Essay #2 Draft Due on 
WISE 

Tue 10/25 Cleto Reader: Genderfuck the Law of the Dildo  
Thu 10/27 Cleto Reader: What Makes Feminist Camp?  
Tue 11/1 WISE: The Well of Horniness Essay #2 Final Draft 

Due 
Thu 11/3 Research workshop day: discuss academic 

research and presentations. What makes a strong 
research presentation? What are the elements of 
a research paper? 
 
Schedule appointments for Final Paper with 
Juliana 

Discuss Final Paper 
Bring Hacker to Class 

Tue 11/8 Cleto Reader: From Interiority to Gender 
Performatives 

 

Thu 11/10 Cleto Reader: The Deaths of Camp  
Tue 11/15 In-Class Presentations of Final Paper Final Paper Draft Due 

IN CLASS ONLY 
Thu 11/17 In-Class Presentations of Final Paper  
11/20 Final Paper Due at 11:59PM No late papers will be 

accepted. Please upload 
to assignments in WISE. 

11/22 Thanksgiving Break No Classes 
11/24 Thanksgiving Break No Classes 
   

 


